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Date of birth:     30 August 1954 

EDUCATION

1976: B.A. Major in English Literature, University of the South, Sewanee, 

Tennessee.    Departmental Honors.  Summa cum Laude. 

1978: B.A., Philosophy, Politics, and Economics, Corpus Christi College, Oxford 

University.  First Class Honors. 

1983: M.A., Philosophy, Oxford University. 

1986: Ph.D., Philosophy, Cambridge University.  Dissertation: “Problems of 

Population Theory,” supervised by Bernard Williams.  (The dissertation was 

begun at Oxford, supervised first by Jonathan Glover, then by Derek Parfit.) 

FACULTY APPOINTMENTS 

Michaelmas Term 1982:  Acting Director of Studies in Philosophy, Robinson 

College, Cambridge University. 

Spring Term 1983:  Instructor in Philosophy, University of Illinois at Chicago. 
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Lent Term 1984:  Acting Director of Studies in Philosophy, Clare College, 

Cambridge University. 

1983 – 1986:  Title A Fellow in Philosophy, St. John’s College, Cambridge 

University. 

1986 – 1992:  Assistant Professor of Philosophy, University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign. 

1992 – 2001:  Associate Professor of Philosophy, University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign. 

2001 – 2003:  Professor of Philosophy, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 

2003 – 2008: Professor of Philosophy, Rutgers University 

2008 – 2014: Distinguished Professor of Philosophy, Rutgers University 

2014 – present: White’s Professor of Moral Philosophy, University of Oxford 

FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS, AWARDS, AND APPOINTMENTS 

Rhodes Scholarship, 1976 – 1979. 

Sidgwick Prize, Corpus Christi College, Oxford, for best essay in Philosophy, 1977 

and 1978. 

Strathcona Research Studentship, St. John’s College, Cambridge, 1979 – 1983. 

University of Illinois “Incomplete List of Teachers Ranked as Excellent by Their 

Students” for Philosophy 280, taught in the spring of 1987. 

Vice-Chancellor’s Grant for Research, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 

Fall 1988. 

Humanities Released Time Grant from the Campus Research Board, University of 

Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Fall 1989. 
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National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship for University Teachers, 

August 1990 - August 1991. 

Arnold O. Beckman Research Award from the Campus Research Board, University 

of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Fall 1990. 

Research Fellow, Program for the Study of Cultural Values and Ethics, University 

of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, fall semester 1991. 

Fellow, Center for Advanced Study, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 

spring semester 1992. 

John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation Grant for Research and Writing 

in Peace, Security, and International Cooperation, September 1992 - September 

1993. 

United States Institute of Peace Unsolicited Grant, September 1992 - December 

1993. 

Humanities Released Time Grant from the Campus Research Board, University of 

Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, fall 1994. 

Humanities Released Time Grant from the Campus Research Board, University of 

Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, spring semester 1997. 

Associate, Center for Advanced Study, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 

fall semester 1997. 

Fellow, Illinois Program for Research in the Humanities, University of Illinois at 

Urbana-Champaign, spring semester 1998. 

University of Illinois “Incomplete List of Teachers Ranked as Excellent by Their 

Students” for Philosophy 336 (Philosophy of Law), taught in the spring of 2003, 

Fall 2003. 

Laurance S. Rockefeller Visiting Fellow, University Center for Human Values, 

Princeton University, September 2003 – July 2004. 
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Visiting Research Collaborator, University Center for Human Values, Princeton 

University, 2004 – 2011.  Departmental Guest, Center for Human Values, 

Princeton, 2011 – 2012. 

Visiting Professor, Department of Philosophy, Princeton, September 2006 – June 

2007. 

Awarded the American Philosophical Association’s Frank Chapman Sharp 

Memorial Prize for “the best unpublished essay or monograph on the 

philosophy of war and peace” for the manuscript of The Right Way to Fight, 

2007. 

American Council of Learned Societies Fellowship, 2008 – 2009. 

Guggenheim Fellowship, 2009 – 2010. 

Distinguished Research Fellow, Uehiro Centre for Practical Ethics, Oxford 

University, 2009 – present. 

Research Associate, Oxford Institute for Ethics, Law, and Armed Conflict, 2011 – 

present. 

Fellow, Center for Advanced Studies, Goethe-Universität of Frankfurt am Main, 

May 2012. 

APA Committee on Public Philosophy Op-ed Essay Award for “Why Gun ‘Control’ 

is Not Enough,” 2012. 

2013 Astor Lecturer in the Humanities (a week-long series of lectures and 

seminars), Oxford University, Hilary Term 2013 

Wittgenstein Lecturer (a week-long series of lectures), University of Bayreuth, 

Germany, June 2013 

Distinguished Visiting Fellow, Institute of Advanced Studies, University of 

Birmingham, UK, May 2014 

Visiting Fellow, School of Philosophy, Australian National University, July – August 

2014 
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Doctor of Letters, honoris causa, Sewanee: The University of the South, May 2015 

Whitney J. Oates Fellow in the Humanities Council and the Department of 

Philosophy, Princeton University, September 2017 

Leverhulme Trust Research Fellowship, October 2018 – December 2019 

Humanities Center Eminent Scholar 2019, University of Alabama at Huntsville, 

April 2019 

Rutgers Lecturer in Philosophy, 2019 

Academic visitor in the Climate Ethics and Future Generations program, Institute 

for Future Studies, University of Stockholm, February, 2019 

PUBLICATIONS 

Books and Monographs, written or edited 

(1) British Nuclear Weapons:  For and Against (London: Junction Books, 1981).  

Preface by Bernard Williams. 

(2) Reagan and the World:  Imperial Policy in the New Cold War (London: Pluto 

Press, 1984).   

 Revised, updated, and expanded edition, New York: Monthly Review Press, 

1985. 

(3) Ethical Aspects of the Nuclear Debate (Milton Keynes, England: The Open 

University Press, 1986).  Introduction by Janet Radcliffe Richards. 

(4) The Ethics of Killing: Problems at the Margins of Life (New York and Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2002). 

 Portuguese translation: A Etica No Ato de Matar: Problemas as Margenas 

da Vida (São Paulo, Brazil: Artmed, 2011). 

 Polish translation: Etyka Zabijania (Warsaw: Wydawnictwo Naukowe Pwn: 

2012). 

 Portions reprinted in Samantha Brennan and Robert J. Stainton, eds., 

Philosophy and Death: Introductory Readings (Broadview Press, 2009). 
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 Excerpts from chapters III, IV, and V in Christopher Morris, ed., Questions 

of Life and Death: Readings in Practical Ethics (New York: Oxford University 

Press, 2012). 

 Excerpt from chapter IV in John Lizza, ed., Potentiality: Metaphysical and 

Bioethical Dimensions (Johns Hopkins University Press, forthcoming).  

(5) Killing in War (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2009). 

 German translation: Kann Töten gerecht sein? Krieg und Ethik (Darmstadt: 

Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft, 2010). 

 Spanish translation (Buenos Aires: University of Quilmes Press, 

forthcoming). 

 Revised version of chapter 3, section 3.3 (“Can Soldiers Be Expected to 

Know Their War is Just?”), in Fritz Allhoff, Nick Evans, and Adam Henschke, 

eds., Routledge Handbook of Ethics and War (London: Routledge, 2013). 

Books under contract

The Values of Lives (New York: Oxford University Press, forthcoming).  Selected 

essays. 

The Right Way to Fight (New York: Oxford University Press, trade series edited by 

Walter Sinnott-Armstrong). 

The Ethics of Killing: Self-Defense, War, and Punishment (New York: Oxford 

University Press). 

The Ethics of Creating, Preserving, and Ending Lives (New York: Oxford University 

Press). 

Edited books  

(1) The Morality of Nationalism (New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

1997).  Coedited with Robert McKim. 

 Spanish translation, La Moral del Nacionalismo, in two volumes (Barcelona: 

Gedisa Editorial, 2003). 

(2) Ethics and Humanity: Themes from the Philosophy of Jonathan Glover (New 

York: Oxford University Press, 2010).  Coedited with N. Ann Davis and Richard 

Keshen. 
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(3) Principles and Persons: The Legacy of Derek Parfit (Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 2021). Coedited with Tim Campbell, James Goodrich, and Ketan 

Ramakrishnan. 

(4) Ethics and Existence: The Legacy of Derek Parfit (Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, January 2022). Coedited with Tim Campbell, James Goodrich, and Ketan 

Ramakrishnan. 

(5) Derek Parfit: His Life and Thought (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

forthcoming).  

Articles 

(1) “Problems of Population Theory,” Ethics 92, no. 1 (October 1981): 96-127. 

(2) “On Nuclear Modernization in Europe,” Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists

(October 1982): 57. 

(3) “Nuclear Blackmail,” in Nigel Blake and Kay Pole, eds., Dangers of Deterrence:  

Philosophers on Nuclear Strategy (London and Boston: Routledge and Kegan 

Paul, 1983): 84-111. 

(4) “Deterrence and Deontology,” Ethics 95, no. 3 (April 1985): 517-536. 

 Reprinted in Russell Hardin, et al, eds., Nuclear Deterrence:  Ethics and 

Strategy (Chicago:  University of Chicago Press, 1985): 141-160. 

(5) “Fact and Fantasy in Nicaragua,” The American Oxonian, Journal of the 

Association of American Rhodes Scholars (Fall 1985): 164-170. 

(6) “Nuclear Deterrence and Future Generations,” in Avner Cohen and Steven Lee, 

eds., Nuclear Weapons and the Future of Humanity (Totowa, NJ: Rowman & 

Allanheld, 1986): 319-339. 

(7) “The Ethics of International Intervention,” in Anthony Ellis, ed., Ethics and 

International Relations (Manchester:  Manchester University Press, 1986): 24-51. 

 Revised version in Kenneth Kipnis and Diana T. Meyers, eds., Political 

Realism and International Morality: Ethics in the Nuclear Age (Boulder:  

Westview Press, 1988): 75-101. 

 Italian translation in Sebastiano Maffetone, ed., Ethics and International 

Affairs (Napoli: Liguori Editore, 1993). 
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(8) “A Note on Pure Defense,” Journal of Philosophy 83, no. 11 (November 1986): 

640-641. 

(9) “How Defensive Is Strategic Defense?” in Douglas Lackey, ed., Ethics and 

Strategic Defense (Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 1988): 99-106. 

(10) “Death and the Value of Life,” Ethics 99, no. 1 (October 1988): 32-61. 

 Reprinted in John Martin Fischer, ed., The Metaphysics of Death (Stanford: 

Stanford University Press, 1993). 

 Reprinted in Justin Oakley, ed., Bioethics (Aldershot, UK: Ashgate, 2009). 

(11) “Is Nuclear Deterrence Paradoxical?” Ethics 99, no. 2 (January 1989): 407-422. 

(12) “War and Peace,” in Peter Singer, ed., A Companion to Ethics (Oxford and 

New York: Basil Blackwell, 1991): 384-95. 

(13) “Killing, Letting Die, and Withdrawing Aid,” Ethics 103, no. 2 (January 1993): 

250-279. 

 Reprinted in Bonnie Steinbock and Alastair Norcross, eds., Killing and 

Letting Die, second edition (New York: Fordham University Press, 1994). 

(14) “The Right to Choose an Abortion,” Philosophy and Public Affairs 22, no. 4 

(Fall 1993): 331-348. 

(15) “The Just War and the Gulf War” (coauthored with Robert McKim), The 

Canadian Journal of Philosophy 23, no. 4 (December 1993): 501-541. 

(16) “Self-Defense and the Problem of the Innocent Attacker,” Ethics 104, no. 2 

(January 1994): 252-290. 

(17) “Innocence, Self-Defense, and Killing in War,” The Journal of Political 

Philosophy 2, no. 3 (September 1994): 193-221. 

(18) “Revising the Doctrine of Double Effect,” The Journal of Applied Philosophy

11, no.2 (1994): 201-212. 

(19) “Future Generations,” “Population,” “Jonathan Glover,” and “Judith Jarvis 

Thomson” in Ted Honderich, ed., The Oxford Companion to Philosophy (Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 1995). 
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(20) “The Metaphysics of Brain Death,” Bioethics 9, no. 2 (April 1995): 91-126. 

 Russian translation in Chelovek (The Person). 

 Reprinted in Samantha Brennan and Robert J. Stainton, eds., Philosophy 

and Death: Introductory Readings (Broadview Press, 2010). 

(21) “Killing and Equality,” Utilitas 7, no. 1 (1995): 1-29. 

(22) “La Moralita del Causare l'esistenza di Persone” (The Ethics of Causing People 

to Exist), Bioetica 2 (Milan, Summer 1995): 182-200. 

(23) “Realism, Morality, and War,” in Terry Nardin, ed., The Ethics of War and 

Peace: Religious and Secular Perspectives (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 

1996): 78-92. 

(24) “Cognitive Disability, Misfortune, and Justice,” Philosophy and Public Affairs

25, no. 1 (1996): 3-34. 

(25) “Intervention and Collective Self-Determination,” Ethics and International 

Affairs 10 (1996): 1-24. 

(26) “The Limits of National Partiality,” in McKim and McMahan, eds., The Morality 

of Nationalism (New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1997): 107-38. 

 Spanish translation in Jeff McMahan et al., Nacionalismo: a favor y en 

contra: principios éticos y políticos de ideas nacionalistas (Barcelona: 

Gedisa, 2014). 

(27) “A Challenge to Common Sense Morality,” Ethics 108, no. 2 (1998): 394-418. 

(28) “Preferences, Death, and the Ethics of Killing,” in Christoph Fehige and Ulla 

Wessels, eds., Preferences (Berlin and New York: Walter de Gruyter & Co., 1998): 

471-502. 

(29) “Brain Death, Cortical Death, and Persistent Vegetative State,” in Peter Singer 

and Helga Kuhse, eds., A Companion to Bioethics (Oxford: Blackwell, 1998): 250-

260. 

(30) “Wrongful Life: Paradoxes in the Morality of Causing People to Exist,” in Jules 

Coleman and Christopher Morris, eds., Rational Commitment and Social Justice: 
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Essays for Gregory Kavka (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998): 208-

247. 

 Reprinted in revised and abridged form in John Harris, ed., Oxford 

Readings in Bioethics (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001): 445-75.

(31) “Cloning, Killing, and Identity,” Journal of Medical Ethics 25 (1999): 77-86.   

(32) “Moral Intuition,” in Hugh LaFollette, ed., Blackwell Guide to Ethical Theory

(Oxford: Blackwell, 2000): 92-110. 

 Revised version in the second edition, edited by Hugh LaFollette and 

Ingmar Persson, 2013.

(33) “Animals,” in R. G. Frey and Christopher Wellman, eds., Blackwell Companion 

to Applied Ethics (Oxford: Blackwell, 2002): 525-36. 

(34) “War as Self-Defense,” Ethics and International Affairs 18, no. 1 (Winter 2004): 

13-18. 

(35) “The Ethics of Killing in War,” Ethics 114, no. 4 (July 2004): 693-733. 

 Condensed version in Philosophia (Israel) 34 (2006): 23-41. 

 Polish translation in Tomasz Kuninski and Tomasz Zuradzki, eds., Etyka 

wojny [Ethics of War] Warsaw: Wydawnictwo Naukowe PWN [Polish 

Scientific Publishers] 2009). 

 Reprinted in Christopher Morris, ed., Questions of Life and Death: 

Readings in Practical Ethics (New York: Oxford University Press, 2012). 

 Reprinted in Asa Kasher, ed., Ethics of War and Violence (London: 

Routledge, 2013). 

(36) “Unjust War in Iraq,” The Pelican Record XLI, no. 5 (December 2004): 21-33. 

 Available on line at 

http://leiterreports.typepad.com/blog/2004/09/the_moral_case_.html. 

(37) “The Ethics of Killing: Summary” Philosophical Books 46, no. 1 (2005): 1-3. 

(38) “On Harming and Killing: Replies to Hanser, Persson and Savulescu, and 

Wasserman,” Philosophical Books 46, no. 1 (2005): 34-44. 

(39) “On the Morality of Screening for Disability,” Reproductive Biomedicine 

Online, vol. 10, supplement 1, special issue on “Ethics, Law, and Moral 

Philosophy of Reproductive Biomedicine” (March 2005): 129-32. 
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 Reprinted in Lewis Vaughn, ed., Bioethics: Principles, Theories, and Issues 

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009). 

(40) “Preventing the Existence of People with Disabilities,” in David Wasserman, 

Jerome Bickenbach, and Robert Wachbroit, eds., Quality of Life and Human 

Difference: Genetic Testing, Health Care, and Disability (NY and Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2005): 142-71. 

(41) “Preventive War and the Killing of the Innocent,” in David Rodin and Richard 

Sorabji, eds., The Ethics of War: Shared Problems in Different Traditions

(Aldershot, UK: Ashgate Publishing, 2005): 169-90. 

(42) “Self-Defense and Culpability,” Law and Philosophy 24, no. 6 (2005): 751-74. 

(43) “The Basis of Moral Liability to Defensive Killing,” Philosophical Issues 15 

(2005): 386-405. 

 Reprinted in David Dolinko, ed., The Theoretical and Philosophical 

Foundations of Criminal Law (Farnham, Surrey: Ashgate Publishers, 2014). 

(44) “‘Our Fellow Creatures’,” Journal of Ethics 9 (2005): 353-380. 

(45) “Causing Disabled People to Exist and Causing People to be Disabled,” Ethics

116, no. 1 (October 2005): 77-99. 

(46) “Just Cause for War,” Ethics and International Affairs 19, no. 3 (2005): 1-21. 

 Reprinted in Thom Brooks, ed., The Global Justice Reader (Oxford: 

Blackwell, 2008). 

 Reprinted in Anthony Coady and Igor Primoratz, eds., Military Ethics

(Aldershot, UK: Ashgate, 2008). 

 Reprinted in Asa Kasher, ed., Ethics of War and Violence (London: 

Routledge, 2013). 

(47) “Is Prenatal Genetic Screening Unjustly Discriminatory?”, Virtual Mentor: 

Ethics Journal of the American Medical Association 8 (January 2006): 50-52. 

 http://virtualmentor.ama-assn.org/2006/01/oped1-0601.html 

(48) “Torture, Morality, and Law,” Case Western Reserve Journal of International 

Law, 37, nos. 2 & 3 (2006): 241-48. 

 Reprinted in Aileen Kavanagh and John Oberdiek, eds., Arguing About Law

(London: Routledge, 2009). 
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(49) “Killing in War: A Reply to Walzer,” Philosophia 34 (2006): 47-51. 

 Reprinted in Asa Kasher, ed., Ethics of War and Violence (London: 

Routledge, 2013). 

(50) “Liability and Collective Identity: A Response to Walzer,” Philosophia 34 

(2006): 13-17. 

(51) “An Alternative to Brain Death,” Journal of Law, Medicine, and Ethics 34, no. 1 

(Spring 2006): 44-48. 

 Reprinted in John Arras, Alex John London, and Bonnie Steinbock, eds.. 

Ethical Issues in Modern Medicine, 7th edition (McGraw Hill, 2007). 

 Reprinted in David DeGrazia and Jeffrey Brand-Ballard, eds., Biomedical 

Ethics, 7th edition (McGraw-Hill, 2010) 

 Abridged version reprinted in Helga Kuhse, Udo Schüklenk, and Peter 

Singer, eds., Bioethics: An Anthology, fourth edition (Chichester: Wiley-

Blackwell, forthcoming). 

(52) “Paradoxes of Abortion and Prenatal Injury,” Ethics 116, no. 4 (July 2006): 

625-55. 

(53) “The Lucretian Argument,” in R. Feldman, K. McDaniel, J.R. Raibley, and M.J. 

Zimmerman, eds., The Good, the Right, Life and Death: Essays in Honor of Fred 

Feldman (Aldershot, UK: Ashgate Publishing, 2006): 213-26. 

(54) “Morality, Law, and the Relation Between Jus ad Bellum and Jus in Bello,” 

Proceedings of the American Society of International Law (2006): 46-48. 

(55) “On the Moral Equality of Combatants,” Journal of Political Philosophy 14, no. 

4 (2006): 377-93. 

(56) “Killing Embryos for Stem Cell Research,” Metaphilosophy 38, no. 2/3 (April 

2007): 170-89. 

 Reprinted in Lori Gruen, Laura Grabel, and Peter Singer, eds., Stem Cell 

Research: The Ethical Issues (Oxford: Blackwell, 2007). 

 Reprinted in David DeGrazia and Jeffrey Brand-Ballard, eds., Biomedical 

Ethics, seventh edition (McGraw-Hill, 2010). 

 Reprinted in Helga Kuhse, Udo Schüklenk, and Peter Singer, eds., Bioethics: 

An Anthology, third edition (Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell, 2016). 



McMahan: Curriculum Vitæ 13 June 2017 

(57) “Collectivist Defenses of the Moral Equality of Combatants,” Journal of 

Military Ethics 6, no. 1 (2007): 50-59. 

(58) “Infanticide,” Utilitas 19, no. 2 (2007): 131-59. 

(59) “Justice and Liability in Organ Allocation,” Social Research 74, no. 1 (2007): 

101-24.   

(60) “Just War,” in Robert E. Goodin, Philip Pettit, and Thomas Pogge, eds., A 

Companion to Contemporary Political Philosophy, 2nd edition (Oxford: 

Blackwell, 2007): 669-77. 

(61) “The Sources and Status of Just War Principles,” Journal of Military Ethics 6, 

no. 2, special issue: “Just and Unjust Wars: Thirty Years On” (2007): 91-106. 

(62) “Précis of The Morality and Law of War,” Israel Law Review 40 (2007): 670-83. 

(63) “Contrasting Approaches to War: Some Thoughts on the Views of Fletcher, 

Segev, Shany, and Zohar,” Israel Law Review 40 (2007): 743-62. 

(64) “Jeff McMahan,” an interview, in Thomas Petersen and Jesper Ryberg, eds., 

Normative Ethics: 5 Questions (New York & London: Automatic Press/VIP, 

2007): 67-75. 

(65) “Brain Death: Metaphysics, Morality, and Law,” in Ansfar Beckermann, Holm 

Tetens, and Sven Walter, eds., Philosophie: Grundlagen und Anwendungen

(Paderborn: Mentis, 2008): 181-93. 

(66) “Eating Animals the Nice Way,” Daedalus 138 (2008): 66-76. 

 Portuguese translation in Pedro Galvão, ed., Os Animais Têm Direitos?

(Lisbon: Dinalivro, 2011). 

(67) “Challenges to Human Equality,” Journal of Ethics 12:1 (2008): 81-104. 

(68) “Aggression and Punishment,” in Larry May, ed., War: Philosophical 

Perspectives (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008): 67-84. 

(69) “Commentary,” in Michael Doyle, Striking First: Preemption and Prevention in 

International Conflict (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2008): 129-47. 
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(70) “Justification and Liability in War,” Journal of Political Philosophy 16, no. 2 

(2008): 227-44. 

(71) “Torture in Principle and in Practice,” Public Affairs Quarterly 22 (2008): 111-

128. 

 Reprinted in William H. Shaw, ed., Social and Personal Ethics, Seventh 

edition (Wadsworth, 2011): 334-41. 

(72) “Collective Crime and Collective Punishment,” Criminal Justice Ethics

(Winter/Spring 2008): 4-12. 

(73) “The Morality of War and the Law of War,” in David Rodin and Henry Shue, 

eds., Just and Unjust Warriors: The Legal and Moral Status of Soldiers (Oxford: 

Clarendon Press, 2008): 19-43. 

(74) “Asymmetries in the Morality of Causing People to Exist,” in Melinda Roberts 

and David Wasserman, eds., Harming Future Persons: Ethics, Genetics and the 

Nonidentity Problem (Dordrecht: Springer, 2009). 

(75) “War, Terrorism, and the ‘War on Terror,’”  in Christopher Miller, ed., “War on 

Terror”: The Oxford Amnesty Lectures 2006 (Manchester: Manchester University 

Press, 2009). 

(76) “The Morality of Military Occupation,” Loyola International and Comparative 

Law Review 31 (2009): 101-23. 

(77) “Radical Cognitive Limitation,” in Kimberley Brownlee and Adam Cureton, 

eds., Disability and Disadvantage (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2009). 

(78) “What Makes an Act of War Disproportionate?”, The 2008 William C. Stutt 

Ethics Lecture (Annapolis: Admiral James B. Stockdale Center for Ethical 

Leadership, United States Naval Academy, 2009). 

(79) “Cognitive Disability and Cognitive Enhancement,” Metaphilosophy 40, nos. 

3-4 (2009): 582-605. 

 Reprinted in Eva Feder Kittay and Licia Carlson, eds., Cognitive Disability 

and its Challenge to Moral Philosophy (Chichester, UK: 2010). 
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(80) “Death, Brain Death, and Persistent Vegetative State,” Helga Kuhse and Peter 

Singer, eds., A Companion to Bioethics, second edition (Malden, MA: Wiley-

Blackwell, 2009): 286-98. 

(81) “Self-Defense Against Morally Innocent Threats,” and “Reply to 

Commentators,” in Paul H. Robinson, Kimberly Ferzan, and Stephen Garvey, 

eds., Criminal Law Conversations (New York: Oxford University Press, 2009). 

(82) “Intention, Permissibility, Terrorism, and War,” Philosophical Perspectives 23 

(2009): 345-72. 

(83) “Child Soldiers: The Ethical Perspective,” in Scott Gates and Simon Reich, eds., 

Child Soldiers in the Age of Fractured States (Pittsburgh: University of 

Pittsburgh Press, 2010). 

(84) “Laws of War,” in Samantha Besson and John Tasioulas, eds., The Philosophy 

of International Law (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010).  

(85) “Humanitarian Intervention, Consent, and Proportionality,” in N. Ann Davis, 

Richard Keshen, and Jeff McMahan, eds., Ethics and Humanity: Themes from the 

Philosophy of Jonathan Glover (New York: Oxford University Press, 2010). 

(86) “Torture and Collective Shame,” in Anton Leist and Peter Singer, eds., J.M. 

Coetzee and Ethics: Philosophical Perspectives on Literature (New York: 

Columbia University Press, 2010). 

(87) “Responsibility, Permissibility, and Vicarious Agency,” Philosophy and 

Phenomenological Research 80 (2010): 673-80. 

(88) “Pacifism and Moral Theory,” Diametros 23 (March 2010): 44-68. 

(89) “Animalism and the Varieties of Conjoined Twinning,” Theoretical Medicine 

and Bioethics 31 (Special Issue: Personal Identity and Bioethics, David 

Shoemaker, ed., 2010): 285-301.  Coauthored with Tim Campbell. 

 Revised version in Stephan Blatti and Paul Snowdon, eds., Animalism: New 

Essays on Persons, Animals, and Identity (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

2016): 229-252. 

(90) “The Just Distribution of Harm Between Combatants and Noncombatants,” 

Philosophy and Public Affairs 38, no. 4 (Fall 2010): 342-79. 
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 German translation: “Die gerechte Verteilung des Schadens zwischen 

Kombattanten und Nichtkombattanten,” in Bernhard Koch, ed., Den 

Gegner schützen?: Zu einer aktuellen Kontroverse in Defender Ethik des 

bewaffneten Konflikts (Berlin: Nomos, 2014). 

(91) “Proportionality in the Afghanistan War,” Ethics and International Affairs 25 

(2011): 143-54. 

(92) “Killing in War” and “Who is Morally Liable to be Killed in War,” Analysis 71 

(2011): 511-12 and 544-59, respectively.  (A précis and response to Gerald Lang, 

Michael Otsuka, and Bradley Strawser in a symposium on Killing in War.) 

(93) “Duty, Obedience, Desert, and Proportionality in War: A Response,” Ethics

122, no. 1 (2011): 135-67.  (A response in a symposium on Killing in War to 

commentaries by Yitzhak Benbaji, John Gardner and François Tanguay-Renaud, 

David Rodin, and Cheyney Ryan.) 

(94) “Kann Töten Gerecht Sein?” (Can Killing be Just?), if: Zeitschrift für Innere 

Führung 2 (2011).  (Journal of the Bundeswehr.) 

(95) “Individual Liability in War: A Response to Fabre, Leveringhaus, and Tadros,” 

Utilitas 24 (2012): 278-299.  (A response to commentaries in a symposium on 

Killing in War.) 

(96) “Targeted Killing: Murder, Combat, or Law Enforcement?”, in Andrew Altman, 

Claire Finkelstein, and Jens David Ohlin, eds., Targeted Killings: Law and 

Morality in an Asymmetrical World (New York: Oxford University Press, 2012). 

(97) “Hobbesian Defenses of Orthodox Just War Theory,” in Sharon Lloyd, ed., 

Hobbes Today (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2012). 

(98) “Just War: A Response to Neu,” Ethical Perspectives 19 (2012): 257-261. 

(99) “Cognitive Surrogacy, Assisted Participation, and Moral Status,” in Margaret 
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the law school), seminar on animal ethics, seminar on proportionality in war), 

October 2015 

Philosophical Society, Oriel College, Oxford, November 2015 

PPE School, Corpus Christi College, Oxford, November 2015 

University of Gothenburg, Sweden (Seminar in Practical Philosophy and talk to 

Philosophical Society), November 2015 

University College, London, seminar on cognitive disability, January 2016 

Kings College, London, School of Law, (two talks), February 2016 
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Annual Lecture in Law and Ethics, Institute for Law and Philosophy, Rutgers Law 

School, Camden, April 2016 

University of Vienna, April 2016 

Royal Institute of Philosophy lecture, University of Nottingham, May 2016 

Center for Ethics, Law, and Public Affairs, University of Warwick, May 2016 

Oxford Political Theory Seminar, May 2016 

Institute for Future Studies, Stockholm, June 2016 

Stockholm Center for the Ethics of War and Peace, June 2016 

Lecture to the “Bioethics Boot Camp,” Department of Medical Ethics and Health 

Policy, University of Pennsylvania, June 2016 

Institute for Advanced Studies in Humanities, University of Essen, Germany, public 

lecture and 2-day master class with 6 sessions, each devoted to one of my 

articles, July 2016 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, September 2016 

University of St. Andrews, 2 lectures, November 2016 

Sermon (on happiness), Chapel of Jesus College, Cambridge, November 2016 

Moral Sciences Club, Cambridge University, November 2016 

University College, London, January 2017 

Radley College, January 2017 

Jerusalem Seminar in Moral and Political Philosophy, Hebrew University of 

Jerusalem, March 2017 

Debate with David Oderberg on the morality of assisted suicide, sponsored by 

Oxford Students for Life, March 2017 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, debate on gun control with Timothy 

Hall, April 2017 

University of the South, Sewanee, April 2017 

University of Reading, April 2017 

2017 Griph Lecture (also departmental colloquium), University of Groningen, the 

Netherlands, May 2017 

Popper Seminar, LSE, May 2017 

University of Pennsylvania, Department of Medical Ethics & Health Policy, 

seminar with “Bioethics Bootcamp,” June 2017 

Princeton, September 2017 

University of Copenhagen, October 2017 

Nazarbayev University, Kazakhstan, November 2017 (via Skype) 

University of Bergen, Norway, January 2018 

University of Cologne, January 2018 

Harvard University, April 2018 

2018 University of Iowa Public Philosophy Lecture, April 2018 

University of Hamburg, Germany, May 2018 
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Royal Institute of Philosophy lecture, University of Kent, October 2018 

American University of Beirut, 2 lectures, October 2018 

16th NATO Operational Law Course, NATO School, Oberammergau, Germany, 

November 2018

Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, November 2018 

University College, Dublin, February 2019 

Nepal Law Campus, Tribhuvan University, Kathmandu, March 2019 

University of the South, Sewanee,  March 2019 

Humanities Center Eminent Scholar 2019, University of Alabama at Huntsville, 

April 2019 

Commentator on Arthur Ripstein’s Tanner Lectures, Berkeley, April 2019 

University of St. Andrews, 2 lectures, April 2019 

17th NATO Operational Law Course, NATO School, Oberammergau, Germany, 

June 2019 

Masterclass, Nova Institute of Philosophy, Lisbon, September 2019 

Rutgers Lectures in Philosophy (3 lectures, to be published as a book by Oxford 

University Press), October-November 2019 

University of the South, November 2019 

Institute for Future Studies, University of Stockholm, February 2020 

Keynote address, School of Law, University of Surrey, February 2020 

Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich, public talk, April 2021 (online) 

Ethics in the Public Sphere Lecture, University of California at San Diego, June 

2021 (online) 

University of California at San Diego, colloquium, June 2021 (online)

University at Buffalo Romanell Center for Clinical Ethics and the Philosophy  of 

Medicine, June 2021 (online) 

Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich, colloquium, June 2021 (online) 

Planned

NYU Colloquium in Legal, Political, and Social Philosophy, September 2021 

Burman Lectures, Umeå University, Sweden, May 2020 (rescheduled for October 

2021) 

NYU Bioethics, November 2021 

University of St. Andrews, Centre for Philosophy and Public Policy, spring 2022. 

University of Tromsø – the Arctic University of Norway, lecture and workshop, 

June 2020 (rescheduled for June 2022) 

Institute for Future Studies, University of Stockholm, March 2020 (postponed) 

University of Oslo and Peace Research Institute of Oslo, May 2020 (postponed) 

University of Bergen, Norway, June 2020 (postponed) 
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18th NATO Operational Law Course, NATO School, Oberammergau, Germany, 

June 2020 (postponed) 

Invited Conference Presentations 

University of St. Andrews, Scotland, 1984 (ethics and international affairs) 

Aspen, Colorado, 1984 (nuclear deterrence) 

Dubrovnik, Yugoslavia, 1985 (nuclear deterrence) 

Racine, Wisconsin, 1992 (Science and Responsibility, sponsored by the MacArthur 

Foundation) 

Saarbrucken, Germany, July 1992 (preferences) 

Jerusalem, January 1993 (diverse traditions on the ethics of war) 

Bergamo, Italy, May 1994 (Alzheimer’s Disease) 

University of California at Irvine, February 1995 (the work of Gregory Kavka) 

Columbia University, Center for Law and Philosophy, December 2001 (future 

generations) 

American Philosophical Association Eastern Division Meetings, December 2002 

(session in honor of Judith Jarvis Thomson) 

Rutgers University, April 2003 (the work of Derek Parfit) 

Workshop on my work, University of Copenhagen,  2004 

Oberlin Colloquium, April 2004 (Nonconsequentialism: Agents, Reasons, and 

Value) 

Georgia State University, May 2004 (disability) 

Rutgers-Camden Law School (justification and excuse), May 2004 

Rutgers, June 2004 (“Beyond the Bungled Transplant: Jesica Santillan and High 

Tech Medicine in Cultural Perspective”) 

Medical University of South Carolina, Pitts Lectureship, September 2004 

University of Alabama at Birmingham, September 2004 (James Rachels memorial 

conference) 

Royal Society, London, “The Brave New World of Reproductive Technology,” 

September-October 2004 

American Society for Bioethics and Humanities, Philadelphia, October 2004 

(“Conceptualizing the Status of the Early Fetus”) 

University of Buffalo, November 2004 (“Medicine and Metaphysics”) 

Columbia University, Center for Law and Philosophy, December 2004 (“Is 

Terrorism a Morally Distinctive Category?”) 

Eastern Division APA meetings, Boston, December 2004 (“Just Wars and Killing,” 

with Frances Kamm and Kai Draper) 

Washington University, April 2005 (“Democracy and Global Justice”) 
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Oxford Leverhulme Programme on the Changing Character of War, Oxford 

University, June 23-5, 2005 (“The Law of War and the Morality of War”) 

Keynote speaker, Society for Applied Philosophy International Congress, St. 

Anne's College, Oxford, July 1-3, 2005 (“Applied Philosophy 25 Years On: 

Problems and Prospects”) (“Infanticide”) 

American Society of International Law, Centennial Regional Meeting, Federick K. 

Cox International Law Center, Case Western Reserve University School of Law, 

October 7, 2005: paper on torture 

Columbia Law School, workshop on animals, December 1-2, 2005 

Princeton Center for Human Values (“The Doctrine of Double Effect and the Role 

of Intentions in Moral Judgment”), 8 December 2005 

Eastern APA: session in honor of James Rachels, December 2005 

Joint Services Conference on Professional Ethics, Washington DC, January 2006 

University of Oslo, Norway (“Legal and Moral Responsibility in War”), March 2006 

Centennial Meeting of the American Society of International Law, March 2006 

International Peace Research Institute, Oslo (“Children in War”), June 2006

Sixth International Conference of the Gesellschaft für Analytische Philosophie, 

“Philosophie: Grundlagen & Anwendungen,” Berlin (“Death: Metaphysics, 

Morality, and Law”), 12 September 2006 

University of Calgary, October 2006 (“Just War”) 

Keynote Speaker, Creighton Club (the New York State Philosophical Association), 

November 2006 (“On the Moral Equality of Combatants”) 

Dickinson College, keynote address for an on line conference, April 2007 

University of Manchester, May 2007: Disability 

University of Manchester, May 2007: The Ethics of Killing 

Oxford University, second Philosophy of International Law conference, 14-15 

September 2007 

Society for Applied Philosophy, “Applied Philosophy as Common Ground,” 

Princeton University, October 2007 

Georgia State, conference on the Rules of War, October 2007 

Hong Kong, Oxford Uehiro Centre for Practical Ethics, “Human Nature,” 

December 2007 

APA Eastern Division, Symposium on “The War and Terror and the Ethics of 

Exceptionalism,” December 2007 

Rutgers Law School, Camden: conference on Kamm’s Intricate Ethics, February 

2008 

University of Chicago Law School, “Torture, Law, and War” February 2008 

Columbia University Law School, “Defending Humanity,” March 2008 



McMahan: Curriculum Vitæ 36 June 2017 

Loyola Law School, Los Angeles, “From Ending the War to Creating the Peace,” 
April 2008 (panel with Jules Coleman and Jeremy Waldron on the morality of 
occupation)

Center for Human Values and James Madison Program, Princeton, “Is It Wrong to 

End Early Human Life?,” (panel with Patrick Lee, Don Marquis, and Peter Singer, 

and with Robert George, Elizabeth Harman, and John Haldane as discussants), 

May 2008 

Keynote speaker, University of Cape Town, South Africa, “The Ethics of 

Procreation and Parenthood,” May 2008 

Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, conference on the work of Michael 

Walzer, 2-4 June 2008 

Keynote speaker, Society for Applied Philosophy, Manchester University, “Jus Post 

Bellum,” July 2008 

Keynote speaker, Stony Brook Manhattan, “Cognitive Disability: A Challenge to 

Moral Philosophy,” 18-20 September 2008 

University of Pennsylvania Law School, “Hobbes Today,” May 2009 

Keynote speaker, UK Association for Legal and Social Philosophy Annual 

Conference,  Edinburgh, 2-4 July 2009 

Keynote speaker, British Society of Ethical Theory, University of Reading,  13-15 

July 2009 

Conference on Killing in War, Oxford, October 2009 

APA Eastern Division, panelist, “Procreation, Abortion, and Harm,” December 

2009 

APA Central Division, panel on killing in war, February 2010 

Keynote Speaker, University of Albany Philosophical Association 2010 Moral and 

Political Philosophy Conference, April 2010 

University of Pennsylvania Law School, “Foundations of International Law,” April 

2010 

University of St. Andrews, Scotland, “Self-Defense and War,” May 2010 

Ethics of War conference, Aarhus University, Denmark, held in Copenhagen, 

August 2010 

Keynote speaker, “War and Self-Defense,” Sheffield University,  August 2010 

Kline conference on compensation rights and enforcement rights, University of 

Missouri-Columbia, 24-26 September 2010 

Keynote speaker, New Jersey City University, conference on nonviolence, 

September 29, 2010 

Institute for Ethics, Law, and Armed Conflict, Oxford, “Why We Fight,” October 

2010 
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89th Annual Meeting of the American Branch of the International Law Association, 

Fordham Law School, panel on “War, Philosophy, and the Geneva Conventions,” 

October 2010 

University of Warwick, “The Constitution of Criminal Law,” March 2011 

US Naval Academy, Stockdale Center for Ethical Leadership, McCain Conference, 

7-8 April 2011 

University of Pennsylvania Law School, conference on targeted killing, April 2011 

Center for Ethical Education of Armed Forces, Bonn, Germany, workshop on “Can 

There be Just Killing?”, May 2011 

Institute for Theology and Peace, Hamburg, Germany, conference on Killing in 

War, May 2011 

Keynote speaker, “Ethics of Killing,” University of Szczecin, Poland, May 2011 

Keynote address, Australasian Association of Philosophy annual conference, 

Otago University, Dunedin, New Zealand, July 2011 

Keynote Speaker, University of Miami Ethics Workshop, October 2011 

Keynote speaker: “The Ethics of War,” Stockholm University, November 2011 

Presentation via Skype, “Issues in Priority-Setting for Health: A Disease Control 

Priorities Methods Workshop,” Delhi, March 2012 

Conference on Victor Tadros’s The Ends of Harm, Rutgers Law School-Camden, 

March 2012 

Conference on Frances Kamm’s Ethics for Enemies, Harvard, May 2012 

Institute for Theology and Peace, “Limits on the Use of Force During Legitimate 

Military Operations,” Köln, Germany, May 2012 

Keynote speaker, Rocky Mountain Ethics Congress, University of Colorado, 

Boulder, August 2012 

Keynote speaker, Helsinki Collegium for Advanced Studies, University of Helsinki, 

“Mortality, Death, and Dying,” August 2012 

Oxford Institute for Ethics, Law, and Armed Conflict, “Ending Wars,” August 2012 

Center for the Study of Liberal Democracy, University of Wisconsin, Madison, 

“Gun Control in America: Conflicting Points of View,” November 2012 

Panel on Kamm’s Ethics for Enemies, APA Eastern Division meetings, December 

2012 

Animal ethics conference, Yale, 16-17 February 2013 

Conference on just war, University of California, San Diego, March 2013 

Keynote speaker, conference on self-defense at Bowling Green State University, 

April 2013 

Conference on “The Justification of Violence,” Goethe University, Frankfurt, 

Germany, May 2013. 

Workshop on Victor Tadros’s The Ends of Harm, sponsored by the Society for 

Applied Philosophy, Rogoznica, Croatia, May 2013 
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Panel discussion on animal ethics (with Lori Gruen, Dale Jamieson, and Shelly 

Kagan), New York University, October 2013 

Global Ethics conference, Rutgers-Newark/UN, October 2013 

Commentator on paper by Victor Tadros, conference on the application of 

deontological principles to criminal law, Rutgers, October 2013 

George Fletcher’s seminar on war and crime, Columbia University law school, 

November 2013 

Workshop on abortion, University Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona, January 2014 

Assisted suicide and human dignity, Ethics Center, University of Zurich, February 

2014 

Keynote address, conference on violence, Boston College, March 2014 

Keynote speaker, “The Ethics of War,” Villanova University/United States Military 

Academy, April 2014 

 Workshop on Christopher Finlay’s book manuscript, Terrorism and the Right to 

Resist: A Theory of Just Liberation War, King’s College, London, May 2014 

Keynote speaker, 5th annual Meeting on Ethics and Political Philosophy, 

University of Minho, Braga, Portugal, May 2014 

University of Ghent, Belgium, “Analytic Bioethics in Europe,” May 2014 

Syracuse University, SPAWN workshop on disability, comment on a paper by 

Greg Bognar, June 2014 

Central European University, Budapest, Hungary, seminars in applied ethics, July 

2014 

Conference on the Procreative Asymmetry, Charles Sturt University, Wagga 

Wagga campus, Australia, July 2014  

Workshop on Christopher Wellman’s book manuscript, Rights Forfeiture and 

Criminal Law, University of Reading, December 2014 

“Philanthropy and Philosophy: Putting Theory into Practice,” University of Texas at 

Austin, February 2015 

Adelphi University, conference on the changing character of war, March 2015 

Conference on self-defense, USC, April 2015 

Oxford Students for Life debate on abortion, May 2015 

Invited discussant, conference on “Responding to Global Poverty,” Center for the 

Study of Mind in Nature, University of Oslo, May 2015 

Comment on Jennifer Hawkins at Uehiro-Duke conference, Oxford, June 2015 

Keynote speaker, Mancept Graduate Conference, Manchester University, June 

2015 

Oslo University, conference on the badness of death and health priorities, June 

2015 

Carnegie Council on Ethics and International Affairs, conference on books by 

Helen Frowe and Seth Lazar, NYC, October 2015 
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Keynote speaker, conference on “The Future of Just War: Theoretical and Practical 

Challenges,” Naval Postgraduate College, October 2015 

Workshop on practical ethics, University of Bucharest, Romania, December 2015 

Workshop on Adil Ahmad Haque’s forthcoming book, Law and Morality at War, 

Georgetown University School of Law, April 2016 

“Disability and the Right to Life,” Oxford Department for Continuing Education 

weekend school: two lectures and a panel discussion 

Workshop on Saving Lives and the Badness of Death, organized by the Center for 

the Study of Mind in Nature, University of Oslo, held in Oxford, June 2016 

Panel on cyber-deterrence, Oxford Internet Institute, June 2016 

Invited discussant, Workshop on Kai Draper’s book, War and Individual Rights, 

Vaxholm, Sweden June 2016 

Panel on the ethics of killing animals, International Society for Utilitarian Studies, 

Lille Catholic University, France, July 2016 

“States as Collective Agents and Citizens’ Complicity in States’ Actions,” Princeton, 

September 2016 

Keynote speaker, workshop on “Eating Animals,” University of Kent, June 2017 

Workshop on Jonathan Quong’s book manuscript, The Morality of Defensive 

Force, University of Warwick, February 2018 

The Photographer’s Gallery, London, panel discussion of the philosophy and 

photography of Derek Parfit 

University of York, June 2018 

Workshop on Victor Tadros’s book manuscript, organized by the Stockholm 

Centre for the Ethics of War and Peace, July 2018 

Conference on population ethics, Princeton, May 2019

Keynote lecture, graduate student conference on Ethics and Political Philosophy, 

University of Reading, June 2019 

Workshop, Stockholm Centre for the Ethics of War and Peace, Peak District, UK, 

July 2019 

Nova Institute of Philosophy, Lisbon, conference on “The Status of Academic 

Freedom,” September 2019 

Conference on the Non-Identity Problem, Institute for Future Studies, University 

of Stockholm, February 2020 

Conference on climate change and animals, Institute for Future Studies, University 

of Stockholm, December 2020 (online) 

Keynote lecture, Danish Philosophical Society Annual Meeting, Aalborg 

University, March 2021 (online) 

Comment on presentation by Sandy Steel, Oxford, May 2021 (online) 

Commentator, workshop on the Moral Psychology of War, Institute for Ethics, 

Law, and Armed Conflict, Oxford, May 2016 (online) 
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Planned

“What is the point of moral philosophy?”, conference in honor of Ingmar Persson, 

Oxford, September 2020 (postponed) 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

Associate Editor: Ethics, 2000-2007 

Member of the Editorial Board 

 Bioethics 

 Ethics 

 Ethics and International Affairs (retired 2008) 

Ethics, Politics, and Society (Portugal) 

International Theory (retired 2019) 

Journal of Ethics 

Journal of Moral Philosophy 

 Journal of Political Philosophy 

 Law, Ethics, and Philosophy (Barcelona, Spain) 

 Legal Theory 

 Philosophy and Public Affairs 

 Public Affairs Quarterly (2006-2009, 2013-2016) 

 Public Philosophy (China) 

 Social Theory and Practice 

 Transnational Legal Theory 

Member of the International Advisory Board 

 Journal of Applied Philosophy

Journal of Medical Ethics

Member of the Advisory Board

Culture & Animals Foundation (founded in 1985 by Tom Regan) 

Member of the Board of Editors 

International Encyclopedia of Ethics (Hugh LaFollette, John Deigh, and Sarah 

Stroud,  editors, Blackwell Publishers) 

Oxford Studies in Political Philosophy (David Sobel, Peter Vallentyne, and Steven 

Wall, editors) 

Oxford Studies in Applied Philosophy (Kasper Lippert-Rasmussen, general editor) 
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Cambridge University Press series on Ethics and Violence (Gregory Reichberg, 

general editor) 

PhD or DPhil Examiner 

 University of Waterloo, Ontario, Canada, 1992 

 Monash University, Victoria, Australia, 1994, Julian Savulescu 

 University of Calgary, Alberta, Canada, 2003, David Mellow 

 Oxford University, 2009, Seth Lazar 

 Oxford University, 2010, Dominic Wilkinson 

 New School for Social Research, 2012, Nolen Gertz 

Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona, 2014, Ezequiel Páez 

University of Oxford, 2014, Jonathan Pugh 

London School of Economics, 2014, Susanne Burri 

University of Oslo, 2016, Lars Christie 

Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona, 2016, Catia Faria 

University of Bergen, 2018, Carl Tollef Solberg 

London School of Economics, 2019, Todd Karhu 

University of Michigan, 2020, Ian Fishback 

DPhil Internal Examiner 

University of Oxford, Jonathan Pugh 

University of Oxford, 2017, Carissa Véliz 

University of Oxford, 2020, Joseph Chapa 

PhD committee member in US 

Jacob Ross, Rutgers 

Nick Beckstead, Rutgers 

Heleana Theixos, Miami 

Ben Bronner, Rutgers, 2019 

Member 

State of Iowa Rhodes Scholarship selection committee, 1987. 

State of Illinois Rhodes Scholarship selection committee, 1988 – 1992, 1994. 

Executive Committee, Program for Arms Control, Disarmament, and 

International Security, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 1986 – 2003. 

Governing Board, Program for the Study of Cultural Values and Ethics, 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 1988 – 1990. 
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University of Illinois Rhodes Scholarship screening committee, 1986 – 2002. 

US Committee of the Oxford Philosophy Summer School in China, 2005 – 2014. 

Rutgers University Appointments and Promotions Committee, Rutgers, 2006-

2007. 

Board of Directors, Institute for Law & Philosophy, Rutgers University School of 

Law, Camden, 2006 – 2014. 

International Advisory Board, Oxford Uehiro Centre for Practical Ethics, 2007 – 

present. 

International Advisory Board, Oxford Centre for Neuroethics, 2009 – present. 

Embryonic Stem Cell Research Oversight Committee, Rutgers, 2013 - 2014. 

Advisory Board, Centre for Animal Ethics, Universitat Pompeu Fabre, Barcelona, 

2016 – present. 

Advisory Board, Global Priorities Institute, Oxford, 2017 – present. 

Academic Council, Centre for Political Philosophy, Ethics and Religion, Charles 

University, Prague, 2016 – present. 

Steering Committee, Institute for Ethics, Law, and Armed Conflict, Blavatnik 

School of Government, Oxford 

Advisory Board, Culture and Animals Foundation 

Consulting and teaching 

One of five American philosophers selected to participate in an exchange with 

Soviet philosophers, jointly sponsored by the American Philosophical 

Association and the Soviet Academy of Sciences, on the topic of “nuclear 

confrontation,” in June of 1989. 

Oxford Philosophy Summer School in China, Huazhong University of Science 

and Technology, Wuhan, China, July-August 2005.  Course on “The Moral Status 

of Human Beings.” 
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Consultant to a working group at the National Academy of Science charged 

with advising the Secretary of Health and Human Services on the distribution of 

vaccines in the event of an avian flu pandemic, September 2005. 

Presentation on the ethics of embryonic stem cell research to the Young 

President’s Organization and the World President’s Organization, in association 

with the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey and Rutgers 

University, Newark, NJ, 6 October 2005. 

Consultant to the National Academy of Science on “Policy Consequences and 

Legal/Ethical Implications of Offensive Information Operations and 

Cyberattack,” October 2006. 

Consultant to the United States Military Academy for an Academy Professor 

Search in the Department of Philosophy, fall 2007. 

Invited participant, Workshop on the US Army’s Professional Ethic: “Foundations 

of the Professional Military Ethic,” United States Military Academy, April 2010. 

Consultant to the Institute of Health Metrics and Evaluation, University of 

Washington and the Gates Foundation, Seattle, on the Global Burden of Disease 

project, 28-29 July 2011. 

Member, ad hoc Harvard Tenure Committee to advise the President of the 

university about a proposed senior appointment in the Philosophy Department, 

March 2012. 

Faculty member, Summer University in Applied Philosophy, Central European 

University, Budapest, Hungary, July 2014. 

Advisor to the Center for Moral and Political Philosophy, Hebrew University, 

Jerusalem 2013 – present. 

COURSES TAUGHT 

In the US 

The Ethics of War and Nuclear Deterrence 

The Ethics of War and Terrorism 



McMahan: Curriculum Vitæ 44 June 2017 

Nationalism and War 

Moral Problems in Medicine and Biology 

The Ethics of Abortion 

Ethics and Animals (taught at the University of Illinois College of Veterinary 

Medicine) 

Introduction to Ethics 

Current Moral and Social Issues 

Ethics in International Affairs 

Social Philosophy: Socialism, Capitalism, and Economic Justice 

Philosophy of Law 

Moral Responsibility 

Seminar in Ethical Theory: Population Ethics 

Seminar in Ethical Theory: Consequentialism and Deontology 

Seminar in Social Philosophy: International Conflict - Perspectives from the 

Humanities 

Seminar in Social Philosophy: The Rights and Responsibilities of Parents and 

Children 

Seminar in Metaphysics: Death 

Seminar in Ethics: The Ethics of War 

Issues of Life and Death (co-taught with Peter Singer at Princeton, 2003) 

Advanced Topics in Ethics: Liability in Morality and Law (co-taught with Jules 

Coleman) (Spring 2007) 

Advanced Topics in Ethics, co-taught with Derek Parfit: Causing People to Exist 

(McMahan) & On What Matters (Parfit) (Spring 2011) 

Advanced Topics in Ethics, co-taught with Parfit: Personal Identity and Ethics 

(McMahan) & Population Ethics and On What Matters (Parfit) (Spring 2013) 

Graduate seminar on the Justification and Limits of Defensive Harming, Oxford, 

Hilary & Trinity terms, 2015 

Graduate seminar on Death and Killing, Hilary term 2016 

BPhil Pro-seminar, Michaelmas 2016 

Core undergraduate lectures in Practical Ethics, Michaelmas terms 2016 & 2017 

Supervisions and Lectures at Oxford and Cambridge, 1978-1985 

General Philosophy (Locke, Berkeley, and Hume) 

Moral Philosophy 

Political Philosophy 

Metaphysics 

The Philosophy of J.S. Mill 

Seminar on Hume 

The Ethics of Nuclear Deterrence 


