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The Just Society and its Enemies

Week 1: Last Night in Suburbia

Some terminology:

pleonexia: the self-interested, maximizing desire to 'have more' [pleonektein] of the
good (i.e., wealth and power)

Guardians [phulakes]: practitioners of the art of politics: the political class of a just
city, from whom its rulers [archontes] are drawn

Auxiliaries [epikouroi]: the military class of a just city, from whom its Guardians are
drawn, and together with them making up the elite class

moneymakers [chrématistikoi]: the third, non-elite class of a just city, motivated by
wealth

the Book V mechanisms: the abolition of private property, abolition of the household,
and abolition of the traditional family required for the elite class of a just city

the feminist rule: in a just city, women practise the same occupations as men,
including Auxiliary and Guardian, as appropriate to their natural abilities, and thus
must have the same educational opportunities

the principle of justice (general): in a just city, every citizen practises the occupation
appropriate to their natural abilities, and thus must have the appropriate education for
doing so

the principle of justice (special): in a just city, politics must be the occupation of
those who have the natural abilities appropriate for political work, and have been
given the appropriate education for it

the separation rule: in a just city, wealth and political power must be kept apart: (i)
no moneymaker can participate in politics (the no-meddling rule); and (ii) no member
of the political class may be motivated by wealth (no-corruption).

the oak or rock principle: certain properties of a city, including justice and other
salient ethical traits, are a function of the same property in its citizens, transferred to
the whole by the structure of the city (435d9-6a3, 544d5-e2)

the general possibility claim: a just city can exist [einali], since its practices would be
in accordance with nature [kata phusin] (456b-7c)

the transitional possibility claim: a just city can come into being [gignesthai], since
this requires only a not-impossible convergence of political power and philosophy
(471c-2b, 473a-d, 499b-d, 502a-c, 540d-1b)

Passages:

I. Transitional possibility:

"Unless," | said, "either philosophers rule as kings in cities or kings (the ones now so
called) and dynasts philosophize genuinely and sufficiently, and philosophy and
political power coincide, with the many natures of those who go down the one path
without the other being of necessity shut out -- there is no rest from evils, my dear
Glaucon, for cities, nor | suppose for the human race. Nor would this constitution
which we have now gone through in words ever before then grow as far as possible
and see the light of the sun. This was what for so long has inhibited me from speaking
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-- seeing how very paradoxical it would be to say. For it is difficult to see that there in
no other way would there be private or public happiness."?

'Eav un, v 8 £yd, §i ol pildcopot Bacthedonaoty &v Taic moLeotv | oi PactAfig Te Vv
Aeyouevol kol SuVAGTOL PIMOGOPNOMGL YVNOIWG TE Kol 1IKAVAC, Kol TODTO €i¢ TaDTOV
ouuméot), SVVOUIG T TOMTIKT Kol GLAocoPia, TAV & VOV TOPEVOUEVODV YWPIG €0’
gkbtepov ai oMol @OoElC 8E Gvaykne AmokAelcODGY, ovK E0TL KOKGYV TadAC, ®
eire Nhavkmv, T0ic TOAESL, SOK® &’ 0VOE T® AvOpoTive Yéver 00OE avdtn 1 molteia
Ui mote TPOTEPOV @V TE €i¢ TO dvvatov kol @O¢ MAiov idm, fiv viv Ady®
dteABapey. ALY ToDTO €o0Tv O £uol Tahot dkvov évtifnot Aéyety, OpAVTL MG TOAD
napa 06&av pnofcetal yaAemov yap id0elv Tt 00K GV BAAYN TIC EVOAIUOVICELEY OVTE
idig obte dnpooia. (Rep. V, 473cll-e4)

I1. Constitutional indifference:

"I say," | said, "that this type of constitution which we've now described would be
one, but it could be named in two ways. For it one exceptional man arose among the
rulers it would be called a kingship, but if many, an aristocracy."

"True", he said.

"Well then, | said, "l say that this is one form. For whether it's many or one who arise,
none of the city's laws that are worth mentioning would be changed, if he uses that
rearing and education we described."

"It's not likely", he said.

Aéyo, gimov, 811 glg pév odtog OV Muelc dteAnivOapev molteiog € dv TpoOTOC,
gmovopocBein & av kol duyfi- €yyevouévov HEV yap AvdpoOg €vog €v Toig dpyovot
SpEPOVTOC Baciieia av KAnOein, TAELOVOV 0¢ Ap1oTOKPOTIO.
AMOR, Eon.

Tobto pév toivov, v & &ym, &v €160¢ Aéym- obte yap v mheiovg obte gig &yyevopevor
Kivnoeley av 1dv a&iov Adyov vopwv thg TOAe®s, TPOeT] T€ Kol TodeiQ ypNoapeEVOC
N SmABopev.

OV yap eikdc, Eon. (Rep. IV, 445d4-e3)

I11. Transitional possibility again, with barbarians:

"Well then, if some necessity for those who are at the summit of philosophy to take
charge of the city has arisen in the limitless time gone past, or even now in some
foreign land, far away from our view, or even if it indeed will arise in the future --
concerning this, we are prepared to fight in argument, that the constitution we have
spoken of has existed and exists and will come to be, whenever the Muse herself
comes into power in a city. For it is not impossible for it to happen, nor do we speak
of impossibilities. But that they are difficult, we also agree."

! Translations from the Republic are revised from A. Bloom, The Republic of Plato
(New York, 1968)
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Ei toivov dxpoig €ig prrocoiav mOAedC TIC Avaykn €mpeindijvon 1j yéyovev €v 1@
aneipo 1@ mapeAnivbott ypdve 1| Kai viv Eotiv &v Tivi BapPopik® Té6mT®, TOPP®
OV £KTOG OVTL TH|G NUETEPUC EMOYEMG, 1) KOd EMEITA YEVIIOETOL, TTEPT TOVTOL ETOLUOL
@ AOY® dwapdyecbat, ag yéyovev 1| gipnuévn molteio Kol £otv, Kol YEVIiGETOL Ve,
Otav ot Modoo mOlews £yKpatng YévnTar. ov yap adbvortoc YevEésBar, ovd’ Muelg
advvarto Aéyopev: yorema 8¢, Kai mop’ UMV oporoyeitat. (Rep. VI, 499¢7-d6)

[Cf. "...And won't this be the quickest and easiest way for the city and the regime of
which we were speaking to be established, becoming happy itself and bringing the
most benefits to whatever nation it comes to be in?"

"Very much so," he said. "And how it would come into being, if it ever were to come
into being, you have, in my opinion, Socrates, stated well."

Kol oUT® TAYoTd Te Kol Pdota TOAY T€ Kol molteiav, v Aéyouev, KATOOTAGOV
TV T€ EDSAUPOVAGELY Kal TO E0vog &v @ dv &yyévnton TAgioTo OVAGELY;

IToAd v°, Een: xoi m¢ av yévolto, inep moté yiyvorro, Sokeic pol, ® Tdkpoteg, €0
eipnkévar.  (Rep. VII, 541a-b)]

V. 'ldealism":

What about this, then: weren't we too, so we claim, making a paradigm in speech, of a
good city?

-- Very much so.

So do you think that we spoke any the less well if we are not able to prove that it is
possible for a city to be founded in the way we said?

-- Definitely not.

Well then that's the truth of it, | said. But if then to please you | must exert myself to
do this too, to prove in what way it would above all be possible and on what basis,
let's agree the same points with regard to this proof.

-- Which ones?

Is it possible for anything to be done as it is said, or is it natural that action lays hold
of truth less than speech, even if someone doesn't think so? Do you agree that it's so
or not?

-- | agree, he said.

Then don't compel me necessarily to present it as coming into being in every way in
deed as we described it in speech. But if we are able to find that a city could be
governed in a way most closely approximating what has been said, say that we've
found the possibility of these things coming into being on which you insist.”

[vc Reeve: "Then don't compel me to show that what we've described in theory can
come into being exactly as we've described it."

Griffith: "Then don't keep trying to compel me to demonstrate that the sort of thing
we have described in a theoretical way can also be fully realised in practice."

Adam: "Do not compel me to shew that what we described in words is in all respects
reproduced by experience"]

Ti ovv; 00 koi fuelc, papév, mapdderypa érotoduey Adym dyadiic morewg;
ITavv ve.
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"Httov 11 odv ofet Mudc &0 Aéystv ToOTOL Eveko, &av pn Exopev Gmodsiéon og
duvatov obte TOAY oikficot A¢ EAEYETO;

00 oMjta, Eon).

To pév toivov dAn0éc, fiv & &yd, obtm: &l 8¢ o xoi Todto mPoBvLUNOFvoL S&l o1V
xopv, amodeibot mf] pdAoto kol Kotd Tt dvvotdTot’ Gv €in, TAAWY pot TPoOg TNV
TOLTNV ATOSEEV T OVTA OLOLOAOYNGOL.

Ta moia;

Ap’ ooV 8 T mpaydijvor ¢ Aéyetan, i @Oowv Exel mpaly AéEewmg frTov dAndeiog
gpamrtectat, kKav €l U t@ SoKET; AALX oL TOTEPOV OLOAOYEIC 0VTMC T} OV;

‘Oporoy®d, Eon.

Todto pév &1 pr véyxkalé pe, olo ® Adym StyAbopev, TolodTa TAVIATUGL Kol Td
Epym Seiv yryvopevo <av> dmogaivelv: AL, dv oiol te yevdueda gupeiv dg dv
gyyvtota T®V eipnuévav TOAG olknoeley, eavol NUdg Enupnkéval Mg SuvoTa ToDTO
yiyveoBor @ oV EMTATTIEIC. T OVK AYOMNGEL TOVTOV TLYXOVAOV; €Yd UEV YOap AV
aryomony.

Kai yap &ym, Epn. (Rep. V, 472d9-3b2)

V. 'Kallipolis":

"Then to the greatest extent possible,” | said, "those in your beautiful city must be
enjoined in no way to abstain from geometry, For even its by-products aren't slight.”
(527c1-3)

Q¢ 0l6v T pa, RV 8 &yd, pdAiota TpocstakTéov Omg ol &v Tff KeAMmoLel ot undevi
TPOTI® YEWUETPiaG ApEEovTal. Kal yOp Td TAPEPY OOTOD OV GUIKPAL.
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